

Farnham Cricket Club
Team: 1st XI
Date: Saturday 20th August 2011
Competition: Ryman Surrey Championship 1st XI, Division 2
Opposition: Walton-on-Thames
Ground: Walton Cricket Club
Scorecard: http://farnham.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/scorecard.asp?id=11137627

Result: Rain affected, Farnham win by 141 runs

Watching 11 men in white clothing wringing out towels and mopping wet grass could only mean this was England in summer, this was cricket and most probably this was Farnham CC. Twenty pounds worth of towelling purchased from the local Homebase and laundry skills of which wives, girlfriends and mothers were no doubt unaware were put to use to soak up lying water on the hosts’ ground after a heavy 2-hour shower threatened to bring a premature end to Saturday’s game. The clean-up operation epitomised Farnham’s collective desire to chase promotion and the hard work was rewarded with a significant 26-run victory to push them into second place, ahead of Valley End who will be ruing another abandonment and surely the scarcity of any good towel merchants in the Windlesham area.

Let this not detract from what was another thoroughly convincing performance from Farnham though as they recorded their ninth win in ten games. When the rain arrived they had made a positive start with O’Mahony and Guy Hicks putting on a brisk 50-stand including Hicks taking 16 from Barrow’s first over. On resumption, however, Walton’s rangy Kiwi overseas Tom Urry returned with a fine four-over spell that reduced the visitors to 72 for 3 proving that there was plenty of life in the pitch. Much like last week then, it was left to Tom Hicks and Tom Caines to rebuild the innings which they did in style to notch up their second consecutive century stand. Complementing each other well, they showed great understanding forged from over 20 years of cricket together to run the opposition (and at times themselves!) ragged before Hicks started to unleash some marvellous strokes before falling on 81. Fosbraey was the main victim as Hicks timed a number of textbook sweep-shots culminating in a giant six that sailed into an overhanging oak. Caines, meanwhile, was happy to play second-fiddle in his well-crafted 63 that included some deft touches and a couple of classy boundaries over the leg side to set up the final total of 254.

This would have been a formidable target on a sporting pitch but the complex equation that governs rain interrupted matches resulted in Walton needing to score 136 for victory from 20 overs. The home side must have felt this was well within their grasp, especially when Houghton took Knight’s first over for twelve. However, it has been seven weeks since a team managed to record over 150 against the Black Caps and they were not to be intimidated by Walton’s aggressive start. The belief in the squad and in the team’s ability to strangle opponents in the field appears unshakable and with three quick wickets from Caines and Ungaretti, Farnham were off and running. Their bowling attack covers all bases and soon runs looked hard to come by, wickets fell at regular intervals and the title-chasers started to tighten the screw on the diffident Walton batsmen. The sense of team spirit grew ever more evident as Hicks’s team imposed themselves on the game and their opposition with control, purpose and flair in every department, not least in the two spectacular catches from housemates Rooney and Higgins that put an end to any remaining Walton threat. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Eventually Farnham ran our comfortable winners to claim nine points which moves them into the promotion places and sets up next Saturday’s fixtures perfectly. The top four teams play each other with Leatherhead travelling to Dulwich and Farnham hosting Valley End in what could prove a decisive weekend. All sides are full of confidence and this should be an exciting and worthy finale to a great season in Division 2. The weather has played a major role so far this summer but let’s hope it can hold off this week and that the best teams may win. It is an early start at 12 noon and I would urge all Farnham supporters to come to the Park for what should be a fantastic and important game of cricket.  
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